
 



PI: Tell us a little bit about yourself and how you became an amputee. 

MS: I was born missing my left arm from about two inches below my elbow. The doctors said it was     

because of amniotic band syndrome. A piece of the uterus lining came loose and became tightly banded 

around the end of my arm. This cut off the blood supply, causing my arm to stop developing. I was very 

lucky, it could have been so much worse! It could have become tangled around my neck causing a      

miscarriage. I am married and have two children. I worked as a   substitute teacher until I started      

homeschooling last August. 

 

PI: How has being an amputee changed your life?  

MS: It took me a long time to realize that being an amputee was actually a blessing. I think it has helped 

me to be a more caring and considerate person. It has helped me to be aware of other peopleôs feelings. I 

am stronger because of it. I still hate when people look at me with pity. I donôt understand why someone 

would feel sorry for me. I do not need pity or special treatment. I am not broken! I have been so blessed in 

my life. I am married to the most amazing man in the world and have two terrific kids. Mark and I have been married for over fourteen years. My 

daughter Heather is now 13 and my son Isaiah is 12. They are happy, healthy kids. I have found there are only a couple of things I canôt do. I will 

never play the piano or a guitar, but I would never have had the patience to stick with it long enough to learn anyway. I canôt wash dishes without 

holding them against my body. This means me, the floor, and anything else close by becomes a wet soapy mess! I am okay with that, too. I 

mean who actually wants to wash dishes anyway? I now have an iLimb hand. It is amazing what it can do! I love trying new things with it.  

 

PI: Who has been your biggest inspiration in helping you achieve success?  

MS: My strength, my hope, and my inspiration come from God and my family. My parents have always told me that I can do anything I set my 

mind to. My husband, Mark, and our kids are amazing. They are always there to encourage me when I get frustrated. I read an article that stated 

no one could be sure of the number of children affected by amniotic band syndrome but it is believed to be around 1 in 15,000 live births. I have 

come full circle on my ABS. I was embarrassed and ashamed as a child, then angry. Now I just feel blessed. Out of 15,000 babies God chose 

me be born with this arm. I know He never does anything without a reason. God has helped me to see that I am special, I am different but that it 

is a good thing. God doesnôt make mistakes!  

  

PI: What advice would you give to others who are new to the amputee community?                                                                                   

MS: My advice would be to learn everything you can and be proactive. There are so many wonderful things out there. Learn about all the new 

technologies in prosthetics. Reach out to other amputees. It really helps to talk with someone who has been there even if it is only by phone or 

email. Give yourself permission to feel whatever you are feeling. It takes time to find peace. Let God give you strength when you are down. One 

of my favorite Bible verses is Philippians 4:13, I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Donôt give up on finding the right fit with the 

right prosthetic. It takes time but it is worth it. The right combination can truly change your life!  

 

PI: What are some of your hobbies? 

MS: I homeschool my two kids but when I have free time I love to read, scrapbook, play video games, and spend time with my family. I have  

fibromyalgia so I am not as active as Iôd like to be. 

Prosthetic Innovations, LLC, a leader in progressive care for upper and lower 

extremity prosthetic clients across the country, is pleased to launch its newly 

designed website today. The prosthetics-only facility wanted to modernize the 

site and provide more information and resources for the amputee community. 

The user-friendly site features greater functionality as well as a more visual 

design. Itôs a look into the companyôs emerging and progressive future. 

Mike Rayer, Partner of Prosthetic Innovations, LLC, says, ñOur new website 

emphasizes our devotion to continuously improve our services for amputees 

seeking information and prosthetic care. You'll find it easier to access to our 

significant content areas including Client Services, Cutting-Edge Technology, 

Client Biographies and Company Events. What is most important to us is our 

clients realize they are getting the absolute best care available to them.ò 

We invite you to explore the newly designed website now! PROLIMB.com 



 

Partners, Chris Dalmass, Mike and Tim Rayer joined amputee clients 

Rebecca, John, Bobby, Joe, Jim, Lou, John, Pisey and Carol on October 

12th and 19th to teach second-year physical therapist grad students from 

Drexel University. The seminar, held at Prosthetic Innovationsô office in 

Crum Lynne, had Mike spend the first half of the class talking to the    

students about upper-extremity limb loss and the technology available for 

clients. The second half of the class was broken into small groups where 

TEAM PROLIMB clients shared their story, their hardships and their    

triumphs with the students. Thanks to all for inspiring and informative 

sessions. 

 

The BiOM is a bionic lower-leg system with reflexive powered plantar flexion that 

simulates the action of the ankle, Achilles tendon and calf muscles by propelling the 

amputee upwards and forwards during each walking step. Unlike passive            

carbon-fiber prosthetic feet that return only 50% of the energy of a biological limb, 

the reflexive action in the BiOM performs net work on every step and returns 100% 

of the energy of a biological limb while accommodating for real time terrain changes, 

thus normalizing the individual's gait dynamics. 

Otto Bock recently launched its newest, most advanced microprocessor knee, the 

GENIUM. The GENIUM closely mimics a natural gait, reducing the mental effort 

required of users when changing speeds, walking up or downstairs, avoiding      

obstacles and walking backwards. It also offers a run time of up to five days on a 

single charge and offers numerous additional cutting-edge features. 


